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Remarks at the Dedication of the
Mission San Jose Grist Mill in San
Antonio

August 29, 2001

Thank you very much. Sientese. Looks like
the Federal drought relief program is work-
ing. [Laughter] It’s wonderful to be here in
San Antonio. I want to thank Boo and Nancy
for inviting Laura and me to come down for
this event. I want the people of the country
to be able to get a sense for the majesty and
history and tradition of one of the Nation’s
greatest cities, and that’s San Antonio, Texas.
We’re honored to be here to celebrate the
opening of the grist mill at the Mission San
Jose.

Mr. Mayor, thank you for your hospitality.
I appreciate you riding over from the conven-
tion center in the limousine, bringing me up
to date on the good works that the people
of San Antonio. I’m impressed, and obviously
the voters of San Antonio were impressed,
too, when they elected this young leader to
a high office.

I’m honored to be traveling today with the
National Parks Director, Fran Mainella, who
I promoted—I pulled her out of the clutches
of the Governor of Florida. [Laughter] She’s
going to do a fabulous job for the parks sys-
tem in America. She’s a great leader. I don’t
know if you’ve had a chance to meet Fran
yet, but Fran, why don’t you stand up. [Ap-
plause]

Steve Whitesell is—represents thousands
of hard-working Government employees,
who work hard to make our Park System the
best in the world. Steve’s assigned here in
San Antonio. Fran tells me he’s doing a heck
of a good job. If she says he’s doing a good
job, that’s good enough for me. But Steve,
I want to thank you, and on behalf of the—
literally hundreds of people that work hard
to make our Park System accessible and
available for all Americans, thanks for what
you do.

Archbishop Flores, it’s great to see you,
sir. Thank you very much. Again, the Loef-
flers and the Haussers and all of you who
are involved with this worthwhile project, I
appreciate very much the chance to come
and herald a couple of points.

One is that historic preservation is an im-
portant part of government, because it her-
alds our national heritage. It’s important for
people to know where we’ve come from, to
understand where we’re going. In order to
understand Texas and San Antonio, it’s im-
portant to understand the missions and the
role they played in our State’s history.

The missions not only were outposts of re-
ligion, which is an incredibly important part
of our country; they were also the outposts
of aid and comfort and help, which must al-
ways be a part of the fabric of America. I
just went to the American Legion. I re-
minded people that the greatness of America
is not in the halls of Government; it’s in the
hearts of our citizens. We’re a compassionate
Nation because we’re compassionate people.
And to me, the church and the mission rep-
resents that compassion. And we must pre-
serve that which is a part of our national her-
itage. And so I want to thank the citizens
of San Antonio for doing just that.

And the second thing to herald here today
is the private-public partnership that exists
with Los Compadres, who have raised over
$2.5 million to provide support for the Park
System here in San Antonio, to preserve the
unique legacy of the missions and what they
meant to the people from all walks of life.
And so I want to thank the good folks. Fran
tells me that what she is attempting to do
is to rally what they call friends groups,
groups such as Los Compadres, all across the
country, to say to people that have got a stake
in the National Park System in their neigh-
borhood, do something about it. Follow the
example of Los Compadres. Raise money to
support the good people that are working to
make the Park System the best it can possibly
be.

So Laura and I are here to thank the citi-
zens who understand the value of our herit-
age, understand the value of the mission sys-
tem in San Antonio, and thank you for your
generosity and vision and good work, not only
on behalf of the people of Texas but on be-
half of the millions of visitors who come to
Texas, to be able to understand what our
State has been all about.

And finally, it’s important to be here be-
cause it’s important for America to know the
American story has been written and spoken
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in different languages. That the unique thing
about America is our ability to welcome peo-
ple from different backgrounds into our Na-
tion and to be able to assimilate around com-
mon values, values of family and faith, values
of community and hard work. That’s what
America’s really all about.

I’m getting ready to meet with Vicente Fox
for my first state dinner next week. As you
know, we’ve been in Crawford, Texas, on
what they call a working vacation. [Laughter]
Part of our working vacation has been to trav-
el the Nation to talk about the values of the
heartland. And one of the values of the heart-
land is family and faith and the willingness
of people to help each other in need. And
those values aren’t just a part of one ethnic
group in America. They’re a part of every
ethnic group in our country. And I can’t wait
to share my enthusiasm about our neighbors
and our relations with Mexico with Vicente
Fox. And these missions remind me about
the important role that Mexico has played
in the history, not only of Texas but our Na-
tion.

And like the values of neighborliness,
those values must extend beyond the Rio
Bravo as well. It’s important to be neigh-
bor—friendly neighbors with people across
the street. It’s important to help a neighbor
in need in America. But it’s also important
to live—understand we live in an inter-
national neighborhood. And Mexico is our
neighbor, and we want Mexico to prosper.
We want our neighbor to do well.

If you’re in a neighborhood, don’t you
want all the neighborhoods—the neighbors
to be successful? I do. And we want Mexico
to be a successful country. And so we’re—
as we say in Texas, we’re pulling for Presi-
dent Fox to succeed. We want the market-
place to take hold. We want people to find
work close to home. But we understand that
if you can make a living in America and you
can’t find a job in Mexico, family values don’t
stop at the southern border. People who
share a desire to provide for their families,
that exists all across the country and in our
hemisphere. And so people are coming to
work to provide food for their families. And
that’s why we want Mexico to succeed. It’s
in our national interest. It’s in our national

interest that relations are strong with our
neighbor. Those are values that are impor-
tant, not only at home but internationally.
And so I look forward to sharing my enthu-
siasm about our relationship with our neigh-
bor to our south.

These missions remind me of the visit this
coming week. It’s an important visit, because
good foreign policy starts in your own neigh-
borhood. And I’m pleased to report, we’ve
got good foreign policy with our neighbor to
the south. We’ve never had a better relation-
ship, and we’ll continue to work to make sure
our relationship with our friends from Mex-
ico are as strong as possible.

And the reason why it’s important to pre-
serve heritage is because it reminds us of the
close link we’ve had with Mexico and the
Hispanic culture for a long period of time.
America is richer as a result of that culture.

I want to thank you all for giving us a
chance to come. I’m looking forward to
breaking the proverbial ribbon on the old
grist mill. [Laughter] Again, I want to thank
the Loefflers. I want to thank Boo. And I
want to thank all the good citizens. ‘‘Thank
you, Mr. President, for our tax refund.’’
[Laughter] Thank you for holding that sign.
[Laughter] If you’re looking for something
to do with your refund, you got a little extra
money, give it to Los Compadres.

We’re sure glad to be back in Texas. Our
batteries are charged, and Laura and I are
looking forward to going back to work tomor-
row, to the Nation’s Capital. But even though
we’ve changed addresses, Texas will always
be home.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in front
of Mission San Jose. In his remarks, he referred
to Albert F. ‘‘Boo’’ Hausser, chairman, Los
Compadres, and his wife, Meta; former Rep-
resentative Tom Loeffler and his wife, Nancy;
Mayor Edward D. Garza of San Antonio; Gov.
Jeb Bush of Florida; Stephen F. Whitesell, super-
intendent, San Antonio Missions National Histor-
ical Park; Archbishop Patrick F. Flores, Arch-
diocese of San Antonio; and President Vicente Fox
of Mexico.
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Remarks on the Last Flight of
Air Force One Tail Number 27000
in Waco, Texas
August 29, 2001

Any Air Force plane carrying the President
bears the name Air Force One. This plane,
tail number 27000, wore the name of Air
Force One for 444 missions and more than
1 million miles. Today this plane carried a
President for the last time, and soon it will
be taking its last flight. It will carry no more
Presidents, but it will carry forever the spirit
of American democracy.

Tail number 27000 entered the service of
the United States in December 1972 and first
served President Richard Nixon and then
President Ford. It flew former President
Carter and former President—Vice Presi-
dent Mondale to Germany to greet 52 Amer-
icans who had been held hostage in Iran. My
father flew it frequently, but the President
who used it the most was Ronald Reagan.
It was from this plane that President Reagan
disembarked in Berlin in 1987 and de-
manded, ‘‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this
wall.’’

And none of those flights would have been
possible without the skill and commitment
of the air crews of old 27000. For almost
three decades, the pilot and crew of tail num-
ber 27000 have performed flawlessly, for not
only Presidents but Vice Presidents and Cab-
inet Secretaries and Members of Congress.
I’m delighted that former crew members can
be with us today.

Ralph Albertazzie, President Nixon’s pilot,
is here; Colonel Bob Ruddick, the pilot for
President Ronald Reagan; Danny Barr, who
flew my dad; Chief Master Sergeant Joe
Chappell, he was the chief flight engineer
who rode the plane on its original voyage
from the Boeing factory to Andrews Air
Force Base; Chief Master Sergeant Charles
Palmer; Chief Master Sergeant Denny
Stump; Chief Master Sergeant Kim Johnson;
Chief Master Sergeant Tim Kerwin; Chief
Master Sergeant John Haigh; and of course,
the man who flies me, Colonel Mark Tillman.

Between you, you have served seven Presi-
dents, and you have served your Nation well.
Thanks to you, American history has been
a little less turbulent than it might have been.

Tail number 27000 flew two Presidents
back home from Washington to California;
it carried Richard Nixon in 1974 and Ronald
Reagan in 1989. And today it will follow its
distinguished passengers to its own retire-
ment in California. A new hangar will be built
for 27000 at the Reagan Library in Simi Val-
ley, California. Visitors will soon be able to
tour this aircraft. It will remind us of Ronald
Reagan’s achievements for peace and inter-
national security and permanently symbolize
the soaring spirit of this great man and our
great country. Soon it will take its final flight
westward into history.

Thank you all for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. at Texas
State Technical College Waco. In his remarks, he
referred to former General Secretary Mikhail S.
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 7459—National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
2001
August 30, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Ovarian cancer, the deadliest of the

gynecologic cancers, is the fifth leading cause
of cancer deaths among women in the United
States. Experts predict that more than 23,000
cases will be diagnosed in 2001, with an esti-
mated 13,900 women dying from the disease
this year.

Ovarian cancer is very treatable when de-
tected early, but only 25 percent of ovarian
cancer cases in the United States are diag-
nosed in the early stages. The vast majority
of cases are not diagnosed until the cancer
has spread beyond the ovaries, often because
symptoms are easily confused with other dis-
eases and because no reliable, easily adminis-
tered screening tool exists.

When the disease is diagnosed in advanced
stages, the chance of 5-year survival is only
about 25 percent. Currently, 50 percent of
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